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Walking the Koriyama Castle Site

v¢The History of Koriyama Castle

Koriyama Castle was started its construction in 1580 when Junkei Tsutsui moved his place from Tsutsui to
Koriyama. In August 1585, Hidenaga Toyotomi, the younger brother of Hideyoshi Toyotomi, as the governor
general of Kii, Izumi and Yamato districts entered the castle and undertook the large scale expansion of the
castle. The huge stone wall was constructed by stacking up stones such as corner stones of temples and of
gardens in  “Nozura-zumi” style. Hidenaga had the castle town flourish by inviting merchants from Nara and Sakai,
giving them privileges such as the land tax exemption and established a self-governing organization known as
“Hakomoto Seido” . After Hidenaga died, Nagamori Mashita took over the castle. He rerouted the Akishino river
and connected reservoirs to the huge outer moat of about 5.5kmcircumference.
During the Edo era when the Tokugawa ruled, Koriyama castle was took over by Daimyo(=Feudal Lord) in
heredity vassalages to the Tokugawa such as Katsunari Mizuno, Tadaaki Matsudaira, Masakatsu Honda,
Nobuyuki Matsudaira, Tadahira Honda. In 1724, Yoshisato Yanagisawa entered the castle and ruled for 145 years
for 6 generations. In 1869, Yasunobu Yanagisawa returned the land of Koriyama to the emperor. 4 years later the
castle was sold by an auction due to the government’s policy.

Y Ote-mon Gate (Ohte-mon, Bairin-mon)
Ote-mon gate was reconstructed in 1983 by several civil movements, and the Ote-Higashi Sumi Tower,
Ote-mukai tower, and the Tamon tower were reconstructed afterward until 1987.

vrJoshi Hall

Nara prefectural Library built in 1908 was brought to Koriyama Castle Site in 1968. In 1997, it became a
tangible cultural property of Nara Prefecture.

vcYanagisawa Library
It was founded in 1960 when Koriyama Castle was designated as a historical ruin, to preserve local
materials in Koriyama and historical records of domain of Yanagsawa.

vcYanagisawa Shrine
It was founded in 1880 by feudal ex-retainers. The deity of the shrine is Yoshiyasu Yanagisawa-the
founder of Yanagisawa Clan.

w"Tenshudai” (Foundation of the Main Tower)

It's 82 meters in height. From there you'll be able to see many famous world heritages such as Mt.
Wakakusa, the primeval forest of Kasugayama, Toudaiji Temple, Yakushiji Temple, and also to enjoy
beautiful distant views of Mt. Ikoma, Yata-kyuryo Hill, Mt. Katsuragi, and Mt. Kongou.

wNinomaru Palace Site
During Edo era, the east side was used as the government building of the domain, and the west was
used as the home of the feudal lord. The place is now KoriyamaSenior High School.

v The"Gotenzakura” (Cherry Blossom) of Koriyama Castle

It is said that when Toyotomi Hidenaga relocated Tanzan Shrine-originally situated at Tounomi-
ne-to a site near Korivama Castle in 1588, the shrine’ s cherry trees were also moved into the castle
grounds (specifically,to the palace area “Goten”)

In 1990, the cherry blossom at the Koriyama Castle Site was elected as one of “The 100 Best Sakura
Sites in Japan”.

The big festival called as “Oshiro Matsuri~ is held under cherry blossom in full bloom from the end
of March to the middle of April every year, and people enjoy many events such as competitive exhi-
bition of goldfish, having the long history since Meiji era, and the procession of Genkuro Shrine and
Period Procession, etc. People can enjoy the cherry blossoms at the night time.



